Sixty five Lions and their guests attended the first Cabinet meeting on August 9 at
Thomaston, GA.

Treasurer, Ron Crooks noted that the key to making the budget work was more members.
The Thomaston club with President Bili Cliff welcomed the Lions of 18E.

Lion Charlie and Lioness Connie Short of Byron and Vice District Governor, Loretia
Snowden brought four members of the Youth Exchange program as special guests to the
Cabinet meeting. The young people were from Norway and Japan. Also these exchange
students were in attendance at the Warner Robins 50" Anniversary celebration. Special
guest Lion Bob Herman gave an interesting presentation on Canine Companions.

The Columbus Lions club celebrated their 75™ Anniversary November 7, 1997 at the Fort
Benning Officers club. International Second Vice President, Jim Erwin was the speaker.
District Governor Huskey encouraged the clubs to have joint meetings with other
organizations in the community, not just Lions clubs but with church groups, other civic
and service clubs, PTA’s, professional groups and AARP areas.

Many clubs held various service projects during World Service Day. The McDonough
Lions club sponsored the 20" Annual Geranium Festival. It drew more than 30,000
people. It was the largest in the history of the event. There were 325 exhibitions and
vendors.

The Bonanza Lions club joined up with the Fulton County Dept of Family and Children
Services and Lens crafters to provide free exams and glasses for the needy.

Lion J. B. Hawkins of the Crawford Co. Lions club was honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Ailanta Tip-Off Banquet in Atlanta, GA.

Members of the Crawford Co. Lions club assisted the Roberta-Crawford Co. Clean and
Beautiful Committee in decorating a downtown park.

Members of the Southside Lions club sponsored 30 Boy Scouts and their Teachers from
the Georgia Academy for the Blind on a weekend trip to the Camp for the Blind at
Waycross, GA,

The two day Winter Rally was held in Columbus, GA on February 20-21, 1998. The
high point of the rally was the Saturday night Banquet Address by International Director
Gene Vogel of Kansas. There were 85 present to hear his address. Also in attendance
wad past International Director Myers Banister, Council Advisor Beverly Roberts,
Council Chairman Larry Starr and State Lion Tamer Gerald Bross of the Thomson club.
Lion past District Governor Elden Elzworth and Zone Chairman Don Pendleton were
presented Certificates of Appreciation from International President Pat Patterson for their
outstanding service to Lionism.  The clubs of Columbus, Columbus East, and the
Columbus Muscogee Lions clue were complimented on the good job they had done.

Past District Governor Elden Elzworth was Chairman of the event.

Lion Loretta Snowden of the Pike County Lions club was elected District Governor for
the 1998/1999 Lions year. Lion Norman Rowe of the Greenvilie Lions club was elected
Vice District Governor.

Lion past District Governor Cecil Daniels was elected to another tetm as Vice President
of the Camp for the Blind and past District Governor Don Norris was clected 18E Vice
President of the GA Lion Lighthouse succeeding past District Governor Ken Lowery.




A new Leo club was formed at Lovejoy, GA. Lion past District Governor Don Norris,
extension chairman, layed the ground work for a club to be formed at Yatesvile, GA.
The club was chartered later. More than half the clubs in 18E showed a net increase in
membership.

The Lions of Columbus, GA sponsored a trip to Washington D.C for teenagers in the
community. They have been involved with this some 60 years, under the leadership of
Lion Allan McMutlen,

During the year Columbus East, Greenville and LaGrange Lions clubs had outstanding
membership drives that have added many members to 18E.

Peace Poster contest winners for the 1998 were 1 Courtneg Ann McKay age 12 of the
Monroe Academy sponsored by the Forysth Lions ¢lub; 2°° Celia Packer sponsored by
the Columbus Lions club and 3 Lance Lamar sponsored by the Manchester Lions club.
Honorable mention went to Lindsey Harrington sponsored by the Manchester club;
Suzanne Clark sponsored by the Bonanza Lions club and O’Ryan Hill sponsored by the
Talbolton Lions club.

The Southside club of Macon spent $2335.40 on glasses during the year.

Warren Pyce and Ralph King President of the Columbus Muscogee club was also active
in giving eye glasses for the needy.
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James A. (Jim) Huskey, Macon Southside Lions Club, was elected Governor.
Vice Governor District Loretta Snowden, Pike County Lions, became the first lady Lion elected
by 18E to that position.

J. Cecil Daniels, PDG, Forsyth Lions Club served as Cabinet Secretary.
Ron Crooks, Columbus Muscogee, was Cabinet Treasurer

A major organizational change was made by eliminating the post of Regional Chairman and
creating a new position of Assistant Vice District Governor. These AVDG were assigned
committees which formerly reported to the Dist Gov.

Assistant Vice District Governors;

Lion Tom Jackson,

Lion Bob King

Lion Art Powell

Lion Scott Bates

Serving as Zone Chairmen:

Lion Bill Webb, Carrollton

Lion Scott Bates, Bremen

Lion Pat Henry, Riverdale

Lion Joe Richardson, Thomaston
Lion Don Pendleton, Columbus
Lion Mitchell Ellis, Ellaville

Lion Reggie Wilson, Macon Rutland
Lion Wayne Lettice, Byron

Four well attended Cabinet Meetings were held at Thormaston, Carrollton,, Columbus and
Warm Springs.

The Winter Rally was held at Columbus in conjunction with the third Cabinet Meeting. The
Rally was hosted by the three Lions Clubs in Columbus and chaired by PDG Elden Elzworth,
who did an outstanding job. The highlight of the Rally was a visit and impressive speeck by
International Director Gene Vogel of Kansas. His wife Lion Darcey accompanied him. The
Columbus Lions, notably Lions McMillian and Pendleton , provided a memorable tour of the
area, including a trip and tour of Warm Springs, where Lion Joe Lyttle President of the
Manchester Lions Club hosted a luncheon in honor of Int Dir Vogel and Lion Darcey.

Membership level remained steady for the year

The Southside Lions Club, Macon, initiated a new honor, the Annie Sullivan Award, which was
first presented i Savannah, The award recognized individual who made outstanding
contributions to working with handicapped children. The winner was Deacon Balliew of
Calhoun, Ga.

District 18E Lions were well represented at the USA Canada Forum in Syracuse and at the
International Convention in Birmingham, England.
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