In 1972 the Okefenckee Lions Club, under the direction and
jeadership of Dr, C. M. Blanton, District Governor, 158-B,
saw a need lo provide recreation for children with wisual
handicaps in the state of Georgia. Realizing that most of the
12,500 blind people in the state had no place to tum to for
planned, safe ouldoor recreation, they decided to hold a
ane-weelk summer camp lor local blind children at Laura 5.
Walker State Park, near Waycross, Georgia.

Lion Floud Thomas, of the Waycross Lions Club ,sugoesled
we Uy to secure 61 acres of land, adieining the State Park.
On November 27, 1974, a delegation of Georgia Liors met
with Governor Jimmy Carter and presented him the plat af
the land and the idea of a camp for the visually handicapped
in the state of Georgia,

Inlate June the Department of Nahural Resources approved
the transfer of the 613 acre tract to the Georgia Lions by use
agreement. On September 12, 1975, the *“Georgia Lions
Camp for the Blind" was chartered as a non-profit
orgamzation.

Taday, over 500 youth and young adults have attended the
Camp complately [ree o charge. The Camps program
places emphasis in the campers’ abilities, and not their
dieability. Activities include Swimming, Canoeing, Arte and
Crafts, Mature Study, Horsaback Riding, Field Events, and
much, much more.

Campers ranging from age b - senior adult enjoy a one or two
week session of exciting camping experiences. The carefully
planned program stresses essontial qualities such as
personal molivation, solf-confidence, leadership and self
ralianice in a fun-filled outdoor atmosphere.
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